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SUBJ: FMS HELICOPTER SALE TO AUSTRIA 

1. DURING MY CALL ON CHANCELLOR KREISKY YESTERDAY TO PRESENT 
PHOTO ALBUM ON HIS RECENT OFFICIAL VISIT IN WASHINGTON I 
MENTIONED TO THE CHANCELLOR OUR KEEN INTEREST IN HELICOPTER 
SALES TO AUSTRIA UNDER THE FMS PROGRAM. I POINTED OUT THAT 
THE PURCHASE OF BELL HELICOPTERS RATHER THAN THE ITALIAN 
VERSION WOULD BE 25 PERCENT CHEAPER THAN THE ITALIAN OFFERING. 
THE CHANCELLOR SEEMED SURPRISED AND IMPRESSED AT THE SAVINGS 
INVOLVED. 

2. AS ANOTHER STEP IN OUR EFFORT TO GET THE SALE FOR THE U.S. 

FIRM. I HAVE SENT A LETTER TO FOREIGN MINISTER BIELKA REITER- 
ATING USG INTERST IN HELICOPTER SALES AND URGING FAVORABLE 
ACTION. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE PRESENT LETTER OF OFFER FOR HELICOPTERS 
IS DUE TO EXPIRE AT THE END OF NEXT WEEK. IF AUSTRIANS HAVE 

NOT MADE DECISION BY THEN, WE BELIEVE THEY MAY MAKE IT VERY 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER. I THEREFORE URGE THAT LETTER OF OFFER 
BE EXTENDED AS REQUESTED BY DAO. WE DO NOT WISH TO GIVE ANY 
AUSTRIANS WHO MAY BE TILTING TOWARDS ITALIANS EASY OPPORTUNITY 
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TO THROW THIS CONTRACT TO THEM ON GROUND THAT U.S. LETTER OF 
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OFFER LAPSED JUST AS THEY WERE COMING TO A DECISION. 

HUMES 
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